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Competing with the Soviets: Science, Technology, and the State in Cold War
America, by Audra J. Wolfe. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2013. 166 pages. $19.95, paper.
Audra J. Wolfe's Competing with the Soviets is about the enthusiasm and anxiety that
Americans had for govemment-sponsored science and technology during the Cold War.
The author regards her study as an introduction rather than a comprehensive treatment
of Cold War science and technology, though she accomplishes much in just 166 pages.
Wolfe uses the story of govemment-sponsored science and technology during the Cold
War to examine attitudes toward the role of govemment in the lives of ordinary Americans.
Wolfe underscores that the development of nuclear weapons made scientists, particularly
physicists, influential in crafting public policy. She is correct to note that the Cold War
promoted military and civilian research. In brief, chapter 1 overviews the building of the first
atomic weapons. Chapter 2 examines President Dwight D. Eisenhower's military-industrial
complex. Chapter 3 charts the fortunes of Big Science. Chapters 4 and 5 address the role
of the social sciences in the Cold War, chapters that are insightful and well placed beside
theoretical physics. These chapters nudge the reader to reflect on the definition of science.
It is easy to think of science as that intellectual endeavor that uses the Scientific Method:
physics, chemistry, biology, and combinations of these disciplines such as biochemistry.
Wolfe's definition is larger, including psychology, sociology, and economics. She does
not include medicine as a science. Chapter 6 focuses on the Apollo program. Chapter 7
explores the limits of the Cold War belief in the utility of science.
The lucidity and organization of Competing with the Soviets recommend it to a cross
section of students. AP high school students might benefit from reading it in the context
of a course on U.S. history. Because the book is so rich in the large themes of American
history, a history course that features this book would engage students in both U.S. history
and history of science. This is perhaps Wolfe's greatest contribution: the integration of
an important episode in U.S. history and history of science. The main contribution of
Competing with the Soviets is the demonstration that history of science is not some arcane
branch of scholarship. Science is always the product of the society that nurtures it. The
book is also suitable for college students, and will be particularly useful for history majors
who will seek a teaching career and who will teach the Cold War as part of an introduction
to U.S. history.
Competing with the Soviets merits praise. Wolfe's brief distinction between basic
and applied science, so necessary to any attempt to understand what scientists intend
to accomplish, is insightful and correct. The book is an effective introduction to the
relationship between science and the federal government, about which there is a vast
literature. Scientists have long been eager for federal funding, a sentiment that goes
back at least as far as Alexander Dallas Bache's search for support without strings in the
1840s. Robert V. Bruce recounts this story in The Launching of Modern American Science.
Wolfe ties the Soviet launch oi Sputnik to an increase in federal funding of science, but
has surprisingly little to say about the ways in which Sputnik spurred the growth of high
school science and mathematics education. Wolfe appears to be more comfortable exploring
Sputnik's effects on graduate education in the United States. In an effort to make Competing
with the Soviets a global history, Wolfe places the Cold War in the context of the rise of
a post-colonial "Third World." Central to this book is Wolfe's exploration of the reasons
why Americans embraced science and technology in the name of progress and why this
consensus fragmented. Part of the explanation involves the War on Poverty. The inability
of social scientists to eradicate poverty in the United States led Americans to question the
utility of science. The same doubt arose when sociologists and psychologists failed to end
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racism in America. Perhaps more important, the Vietnam War led thoughtful Americans to
question the relationship between science and the military. Finally, the rise of conservatism
in the 1980s raised doubts that government should fund any science because the size and
scope of government must shrink.
Canton, Ohio

Christopher Cumo

Philanthropy in America: A History, by Olivier Zutiz. Priticeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2012. 381 pages. $29.95, cloth.
Beginning in 1908, millions of Americans purchased envelope seals at their local post office
to support a new organization, the National Association for the Study and Prevention of
Tuberculosis. The unprecedented success of the effort was, according to Olivier Zunz's
Philanthropy in America, a perfect expression a new form of mass philanthropy in the United
States. Just as the fight against tuberculosis reflected larger issues such as urbanization,
immigration, and the social reform of the Progressive Era, the campaign also combined
another creation of the period—the philanthropic foundation—with the support of the
federal government, mass advertising, and public health officials. The result was an early
chapter in the history of an emerging American non-profit sector that, according to Zunz,
both expanded American democracy and illustrated the ongoing tension between the private
and public sector in modem American life.
While the charity of wealthy industrialists such as Andrew Carnegie, Johns Hopkins,
and John D. Rockefeller dominated the late nineteenth century, Zunz emphasizes the
development of a "new and uniquely American open-ended philanthropy" centered on
foundations that used the growing wealth of the middle class to tackle a host of problems
in education, science, and human rights. In contrast to older charity that focused on the
needy, this new form of philanthropy sought an "unlimited agenda of works" with the
ambitious goal of improving all of humanity. Philanthropic foundations in the United States
grew from twenty-seven in 1915 to over 200 in 1930. The first community foundation,
whose comprehensive efforts evolved into the United Way, emerged in Cleveland in 1914
and the U.S. experience in World War I expanded the American Red Cross from 107 to
almost 4,000 chapters by the end of the decade. Fueled by a growing "ethic of giving,"
organizations fought diseases such as polio, promoted agriculture at home and abroad, and
fiinded scientific research at universities whose religious origins had previously hindered
such efforts.
Zunz's contention that philanthropy always held a precarious position in American
political life requires an appreciation of how developments in American legal history
both enabled and limited the growth of modem philanthropy. Although seminal changes
in American tax law do not make for a riveting narrative for students, the evolution of
American philanthropy does provide teachers of history with revealing and sometimes more
tangible evidence of larger historical forces. For example. Philanthropy in America touches
on the power of mass propaganda during World War I, debates between Herbert Hoover's
emphasis on volunteerism and Franklin Roosevelt's govemment programs during the
Great Depression, the innovation of Lyndon Johnson's Great Society, and the relationship
between the New Right, philanthropy, and the culture wars in recent decades. Just as other
relatively narrow topics such as the history of American education, military history, or
the history of business in the United States illuminate larger and often-underappreciated
historical forces, the history of philanthropy provides a powerful vehicle for exploring
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